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The roles of thyroid hormones and thryotropin (TSH) (9) and reports that an increased TSH level was linked positively to the development of opthalmopathy (10) (11) (12) .
In this study we found a significant difference in frequency of infiltrative Graves' ophthalmopathy between the two groups of patients and we found also a significant difference between the groups regarding the severity of ophthalmopathy, i.e. the number of patients requiring specific treatment. This is a retro¬ spective study and data on the patients' eye changes were collected from patient records. Patients (15) showed that the administration of T4 during antithyroid drug treatment decreased the production of thyrotropin receptor antibodies and speculated that T4 might act directly on the lymphocytes or maybe directly inhibit the production of antigenic substances by the thyroid. In conclusion, the results of this retrospective study may suggest that early administration of T4 after I treatment reduces the occurrence of Graves' ophthal¬ mopathy. We now, as a routine measure, start T4 therapy 2 weeks after the 131I therapy in all patients with hyperthyroidism caused by Graves' disease.
